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PURPOSE OF PROJECT 

Statement of Project Goals 

 Copiah-Lincoln Community College’s Nu Kappa chapter of Phi Beta Lambda set out on a 

mission to assist the Lincoln County Drug Court participants with resumes and interviews to 

better the participants’ employment opportunities.  The purpose of this project was to better 

our community by collaborating 

with Lincoln County Drug Court to 

decrease the number of 

substance-dependent individuals 

and provide them with the 

resources to broaden their success 

for future endeavors. The 

following were our main goals for 

the 2017-2018 school year: 

 Collaborate with Lincoln County Drug Court  

 Create and implement resume/interview teams to create templates 

 Organize volunteer opportunities for our members 

 Provide valuable resources to those seeking to better their future 

 

Ultimately, Nu Kappa strives to be a driving force and catalyst for the hopeful future of those 

who have made the choice to better themselves.   
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Service to the Community and its Citizens 

 Lincoln County Drug Court is focused 

on the rehabilitation of nonviolent drug 

offenders in Lincoln County, Mississippi. It 

creates a unique atmosphere of close 

relationships between criminal justice and 

drug treatment professionals.  

 The Bureau of Justice Assistance, 

National Institute of Justice, and Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention define a 

drug court as a specialized court program that targets criminal defendants and offenders who 

have alcohol and other drug addiction and dependency problems. The program is designed to 

reduce drug use relapse among defendants through risk and needs assessments, judicial 

interaction, monitoring, supervision, graduated sanctions, and various rehabilitation services. 

The National Institute of Justice’s Multisite Adult Drug Court Evaluation analyzed national drug 

court statistics and found that there was less reported drug use after the program concluded. 

Participants were also less likely to be reported for criminal activity and rearrests. Nationwide, 

75% of drug court graduates remain arrest-free at least two years after successfully completing 

the program.  

 According to the National Association of Drug Court Professionals, who conducted 

rigorous research, drug court significantly reduces crime as much as 45% more than similar 

sentencing options. For every dollar invested in the drug court system, taxpayers save 

approximately $3.36 in avoided criminal justice costs. Drug court also saves around $3,000 to 
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$13,000 per participant, reflecting reduced prison costs, repeat arrests and trails, and 

victimization. 

 Nu Kappa found this project to be useful to our community because not only are we 

increasing potential employment by building stronger resumes and interview skills, but we are 

also assisting in the decrease of future crime in our community, which in return positively 

affects the economics of our community. By assisting drug court participants with their future 

employment, we are helping to ensure that through this process, rather than fall back into their 

past, participants move forward to a successful future.  

 

Planning and Development of Project 

 In the Spring of 2016, Nu Kappa traveled to New Orleans, Louisiana, and hosted mock 

interview sessions with members of a local community center to prepare the lower income 

residents of New Orleans for employment. We developed resume took to the lobby of the 

courthouse in Brookhaven, Mississippi. These templates served as valuable free resources to 

the public, passing through the court house. 

 During the beginning of 2017, John Douglas, 

Coordinator at the State of Mississippi 14th Circuit 

Drug Court, found our templates and reached out to 

our lead advisor, Richard Baker, expressing an idea to 

create a resume and interview team for those in the 

drug court process. Mr. Baker invited Mr. Douglas to 

be a guest speaker at our September meeting to 

(John Douglas with Nu Kappa President) 
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introduce this idea to our chapter and provide information on the nature of the drug court. He 

illustrated to us that the individuals in the drug court process are simply individuals who made a 

mistake. Most of these individuals have never had the opportunity to learn the importance of a 

good resume and interview. It was evident from our chapter’s enthusiasm to assist that Nu 

Kappa was willing to provide diligent effort to the success of those going through drug court.  

     Our first mission was to create 

separate interview and resume teams 

to efficiently delegate tasks to our 

chapter. Each team was given the 

objective to recreate our PowerPoints 

and templates to better serve the 

recipients of the material. After 

extensive research, our teams presented their findings at our October chapter meeting for 

review. Our resume objectives included prompts for what information was vital, and what 

information would be subjective to the individuals. For our interview pamphlets (see appendix), 

we included proper ways to dress, what mannerisms to practice in advance, and numerous 

potential interview questions. 

 Team leaders encouraged involvement from our chapter members in every stage of the 

development process. To ensure that each member was experienced in both resumes and 

interviews, Nu Kappa hosted two practice dates on campus. Chapter officers and volunteer 

members met and provided their own personal resumes for examples to practice and give 

advice. Members also utilized mock interviews to become aware of potential questions drug 
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court participants may ask. Mr. Douglas reiterated to us that the individuals we were seeking to 

help were most likely not going to have an education or solid employment records, so we 

would need to think of other objectives that would make their resume stand out.  

 While drug court recipients were our targets audience for experiencing growth, both 

our officers and chapter members grew as Phi Beta Lambda members and future business 

leaders during this process. The active involvement from our chapter members and officers 

provided a firm foundation and catalyst for success for our community service project.  

 

Implementation of Project 

 On November 6th, 2017 Nu Kappa traveled to Lincoln County Drug Court to better our 

community. When we arrived, we set up our computers and accessed out templates, tangible 

copies of resource for participants to take back home with them as well as a printer to print out 

their new resume. After setting up, we were invited to sit in court, which is usually not allowed, 

to invite the participants to take advantage of the free service we were providing that day.  

 After court dismissed, Nu Kappa 

separated into teams of two to assist the 

line of individuals waiting for our help. 

When a participant was matched with a 

PBL group, we introduced ourselves and 

asked a few basic questions including, 

“Have you ever had a resume before?” In 

most cases, the answer was no. We were surprised, however, of their skills from previous 

employment. We illustrated to them important skills to include, like computer and 
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communication skills. Once the resume was completed, we emailed them a copy and printed 

out one for them to take with them.  

 From there, we would practice their interview skills through mock interviews. We stated 

the importance of practicing interview skills in the mirror to become more confident in 

themselves. The success of this process was evident in the observed expressions of gratitude 

from our participants. Nu Kappa is confident in the future success of those we helped.  

 

Impact and Benefits to the Community 

 Nu Kappa’s ultimate goal was to continue to make a difference in the lives of people in 

our community, and we confidently believe we reached our goal. Our service project was not 

just an event that will help people for that one moment but will have a lasting effect on the 

lives of those we encountered. Mr. John Douglas was thrilled with the success of our project 

and the drug court judge reported to us that from our project, three participants have 

successfully achieved a job position. Judge Michael M. Taylor contacted us, (letter attached), 

expressing gratitude for our actions.   We have been invited to host this as an annual event and 

challenged us to spread our project to the Walthaw and Pike Drug Courts. Nu Kappa is currently 

in the process of finalizing this, we are excited for the growth of this project.  

 Our chapter members and officers grew as leaders, providing extra time and effort to 

the success of others. The participants of the drug court left with valuable information that will 

strengthen their possibility of future employment and endeavors. Our chapter also assisted in 

the process of ensuring these individuals avoid repeat crimes and move forward to the chance 

of being future business leaders.  
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Evidence of Publicity  

Author C. S. Lewis famously quoted, “Integrity is doing the right things, even when no one is 

watching.” Due to the nature of drug court and the confidential laws that surround it, Nu Kappa 

was not allowed to publicize our event to the community. Therefore, Lincoln County may never 

know that the Nu Kappa chapter of Phi Beta Lambda traveled to Lincoln County Drug Court. 

However, the individuals who met with us that day will. They will share their new found 

information with their community, and the effect of our project will grow, just not underneath 

the spotlight; and Nu Kappa is more than satisfied with that.  
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Appendix 

  Above is the first page of the interview tip packet that 
was given to participants to practice with. 
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Presented here are the 
remaining three pages of the 
interview packets handed to 
participants to take home with 
them and practice with.  
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Appendix Continued  

 

Your Name 

Street Address, City, ST ZIP Code | Telephone | Email 
Objective 

Check out the quick tips below to help you get started. To replace tip text with 
your own, just click it and start typing. 

Skills & Abilities 

On the Design tab of the ribbon, check out the Themes, Colors, and Fonts 
galleries to get a custom look with just a click. 

Experience 

Dates 
From-To 

Job Title,  Company Name 
This is the place for a brief summary of your key responsibilities and most stellar 
accomplishments. 

Education 

Dates From-
To 

Degree,  Location,  School Name 

Communication 

You delivered that big presentation to rave reviews. Don’t be shy about it now! 
This is the place to show how well you work and play with others. 

Leadership 

Are you president of your fraternity, head of the condo board, or a team lead 
for your favorite charity? You’re a natural leader—tell it like it is! 

 
References  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Above is the basic resume template given to 
participants to fill out.   
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