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Throughout the world, America is known for its many entrepreneurs and their 

contributions to technological advancement. Steve Jobs, Mark Zuckerberg, and Bill Gates are 

three entrepreneurs who are well known for their contributions to technology. All three of them 

exemplify the spirit of the American Enterprise System. Without these famous entrepreneurs, the 

opportunity to create, lead, and inspire may not have been possible. 
 With this in mind, committee members chose to inspire their school and community to 

dream big and reach for the stars through their American Enterprise Day project. The American 

Enterprise Project Committee believed that educating the school and community was a necessary 

aspect of this project. They designed this project to focus on the concept of entrepreneurship, 

which is one of the essential building blocks of the American Enterprise System. To achieve 

project success, the American Enterprise Project Committee developed several goals. These 

goals were as follows: 

• To create articles about local entrepreneurs and their history and publish them in the 

local newspaper; 

• To lead in achieving a local understanding of the American Enterprise System in our 

school and our community; and 

• To inspire FBLA members to dream big and reach for the stars by listening to local 

business individuals share their knowledge of their chosen careers to the community, 

teachers, and seventh through twelfth grade students.  

Purpose 
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 The American Enterprise Committee believed it was essential to educate all age 

groups about the history of the American Enterprise System. The entire FBLA Chapter 

helped accomplish goals in this project. 

  

American Enterprise Committee 
(from left to right: Lauren Bruna, 

Hannah Bruna, and Emily 
Hendrickson) 

An elementary student 
participates in the 

trivia game 

Carter Bruna, an FBLA 
member, participates in the 

occupation game 
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 Committee members felt the need to spread 

awareness of free enterprise beginning at the elementary 

level because children start dreaming about their careers at 

an early age. While the community is mainly rural and 

agriculturally based, the committee wanted to build a better 

understanding of the free enterprise system and all the new careers available that did not exist 10 

to 15 years ago. To better understand the benefits of a free enterprise system, members 

researched vocabulary terms and basic economic concepts in order to educate elementary 

students. 

 Committee members evaluated the need for free enterprise awareness at the community 

level. Members researched and interviewed local businesses and their owners and published 

articles in the local newspaper about their histories. Members also invited local business people 

to come and share their career experiences with the 7-12 grade student body and with the 

community. 

 Our committee also went to the Kansas Department of Education website to look at State 

Standards for elementary grades concerning economics. We found that in grades K-2, students 

could focus on job choices, wants, needs, saving and spending concepts. In grades 3-6, students 

also key in on concepts of supply and demand and how technology can influence prices.  

  

 

Location of Hanover in 
Washington County 

Research 
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During the summer, FBLA officers met for an Executive Board meeting. Officers 

realized the significance of the American Enterprise System and the importance of an American 

Enterprise Project; therefore, the American Enterprise Project Committee was formed. Hannah 

Bruna, Lauren Bruna, and Emily Hendrickson volunteered to chair the committee. The 

committee brainstormed ideas and concepts they felt would best benefit the elementary, high 

school, and community. The committee decided their favorite benefit of the American Free 

Enterprise System was individuals are free to pursue any dream or career. “The future belongs to 

those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” This quote by Eleanor Roosevelt inspired the 

committee to choose a starry night theme for the project. Keeping this quote in mind, the theme 

of “Reaching for the Stars,” was chosen as stars exemplify an individual’s goals and aspirations.  

Elementary Component 

 Hanover’s American Enterprise Committee sent an email to all teachers informing them 

about its plan for American Enterprise Day on November 15. All teachers were willing to help, 

and they accepted our offer to teach students about our American Enterprise System. The 

committee researched grade level-appropriate activities to incorporate into the day’s agenda. 

FBLA members brainstormed how to best educate elementary students about the 

advantages of the American Free Enterprise System while keeping activities fun and interesting. 

The committee decided the best way to educate elementary children while keeping the activities 

age appropriate was to split up the grades into kindergarten, first and second, third and fourth, 

and fifth and sixth graders.  

 

Planning & 
Development 
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Junior High and High School Component  

Hanover Public School is home to kindergarten through twelfth grade students. 

Committee members thought it would be productive and encouraging to involve upperclassmen 

by asking for volunteers to assist with elementary level skits and activities. This allowed 

elementary students the opportunity to interact with high school students they admire. 

Committee members also recognized the expressed need to showcase the variety of job 

opportunities available in our small rural community. The best way to do this would be to invite 

influential guests to speak about their career paths, how they succeeded, and their overall tips for 

success. Committee members decided on the following guest speakers: Trevor Jueneman, 

Assistant Director of Development for K-State Polytechnic and Hanover High alum; Jeff Crist, 

retired Physical Therapist; Major Ariel Keating-Hynek, officer in the U.S. Air Force; and Don 

Landoll, owner and manager of Landoll Corporation and Hanover High alum.   

Community  

Committee members discussed at length how job opportunities have changed over the 

years, and that many people are not aware what their neighbors do for a living. We invited the 

public to attend our business leader presentations by putting an advertisement in the local 

newspaper and school bulletin, posting flyers at local businesses, and sharing messages on social 

media via our personal sites and chapter accounts. 
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Kindergarten Through Sixth Grades  

On November 15, kindergarten through sixth grade students from Hanover schools were 

taught about the American Enterprise System. We asked students, “Have you ever wished upon a 

star?” Some of them were confused about where this topic was heading. The purpose of the 

question was simple: Some dreams may be out of this world, but if you put your mind and soul 

into it, you can achieve your goal because in America we are privileged to be able to pursue any 

profession we want. 

 

 

 

At the start of second hour, we organized pre-established elementary groups with their 

high school FBLA volunteers. The first and second grade students from both the public school 

and St. John’s Catholic School gathered in the gym. First, each group introduced themselves and 

announced what profession they want to pursue. We had volunteer members dress as different 

occupations for our “Who am I and What do I do?” game. We explained the responsibilities for 

each job. Students also chose a coloring page depicting the occupations they want to explore 

some day and colored them.  

  

 

 

Hannah Bruna 
and Lauren Bruna 

with some of the 
FBLA members 

who volunteered to 
help during 
American 

Enterprise Day 

Daiken Stallbaumer, an 
FBLA member, dressed as 

a soldier   

1st and 2nd grade students 
work on coloring pages 

FBLA member helps 1st 
grade students 

Implementation 
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Third and fourth graders from both schools were set up in the band room. Each of the 

students told us what they want to be when they grow up. FBLA helpers handed out booklets 

with information on the American Enterprise System. After reading the information, we had 

students play a matching game over vocabulary terms associated with American Enterprise and a 

game matching entrepreneurs to what they created. The students were separated into groups with 

high school helpers to assist them. By the end of the session, they had an idea of what the 

American Enterprise System is as evidenced by their answers to questions in their packets.  

 

 

 

 

For kindergarten students ready to learn about American Enterprise, we went around their 

classroom and had each child tell us what they want to be when they grow up. To kick off 

activities, we read the book When I Grow Up by Mercer Mayer. Next, students picked out a 

coloring sheet of an occupation they wanted to color. Colored pages were to be displayed in the 

school hallway and prizes given for participation. Finally, we asked each kindergartner what his 

or her parents or guardian do for a living, and FBLA members shared the same. 

 

 

Third and fourth 
grade students 

working on their 
packets 

Lauren Bruna helping a 
kindergarten student 

Emily Hendrickson and 
Lauren Bruna reading to 

kindergarten students  

Student shows his artwork 
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Fifth and sixth graders from both the public and Catholic schools met in the band room. 

We had more advanced activities about American Enterprise for them. Like the others, they told 

us what they want to do when they are older. We had a PowerPoint presentation that displayed 

facts and information on the American Enterprise System. At the end of the PowerPoint, we 

played a game to review what they had just learned. Along with the PowerPoint, they also 

received a booklet of information and matching games. To end the hour, everyone gathered in 

the gym to play an occupation tag game. Each session ended with handing out Dum-Dum 

suckers and telling them, “Don’t be a Dum Dum, get a job!” All students and the FBLA 

volunteers enjoyed the activities.  

         

 

 

Seventh Through Twelfth Grades and Community  

 To involve our seventh through twelfth grade students and community, the Hanover 

FBLA invited four successful, local business figures to speak about their professions and what 

led them to their career choices. The four speakers were Trevor Jueneman, Jeff Crist, Major 

Ariel Keating-Hynek, and Don Landoll. (Due to a family emergency, Mr. Landoll rescheduled 

for February 2.)  

 To express gratitude towards our local businesses, FBLA members delivered homemade 

cookies throughout the week leading up to American Enterprise Day. Included was a thank-you 

note for their outstanding support to our community. When delivering cookies to a woman in  

Hannah Bruna presents to 
fifth and sixth grade students 

Elementary students pose 
with FBLA members during 

activities 

Fifth and sixth grade 
students discuss booklet 

information 
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the community who has her own house-cleaning business, she was so shocked to be recognized 

with the plate of cookies that she gave a hug to the FBLA member who delivered the cookies and 

was nearly in tears expressing her thanks.  

 

 

 

For three weeks during November, committee members chose three businesses to 

spotlight in our local newspaper. Each week included an interview with the entrepreneur who 

owns the business, facts about the business, comments from individuals, and a short thank you to 

the business for their support. We had a great response from the community regarding these 

articles! One woman stated, “I was really impressed by how well written these articles were.” 

Another woman said, “It’s nice to see students’ articles in the paper.”  

 

 

Presenters 
and American 

Enterprise 
Committee 
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 The impact and benefits of the skits and activities exceeded any expectations we had 

prior to the event. We were able to educate people of all ages about the American Enterprise 

System while keeping tasks entertaining. We were also able to accomplish this feat while 

respecting the time constraints of our class schedules as well as those of the elementary and high 

school students. It was inspirational to witness elementary students interacting with high school 

students they look up to, whether they are athletes on the field, cheerleaders on the sidelines, or 

musicians in the band. Some were also impressed by how people, like the quarterback on the 

football team, were setting a great example to those younger than he by participating and 

patiently helping elementary students. The 7-12 grade students as well as the community were 

impacted in numerous ways. They were exposed to careers and life advice of business leaders in 

their community. Many community members approached our advisor and expressed how 

impressed they were with the speakers and overall involvement of high school students. An 

employee of our local bank was among those who commented on the professionalism displayed 

by committee members and the entire student body. Overall, the day was a huge success that 

impacted and benefitted many people.  

 

 

 

Impact and Benefits 
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Student Volunteer Evaluations  

The American Enterprise Project was a remarkable way for our FBLA members to 

become involved. We had 100 percent involvement of the Hanover FBLA Chapter. Our student 

body is now more informed on the concept of American Free Enterprise. Before, many didn’t 

know the meaning behind it. We asked several of our helpers what they thought of the project 

and their responses were positive. They enjoyed being able to assist younger students in learning 

about the American Enterprise System and the school coming together to help others learn and 

have fun. One FBLA member stated: “I think it is safe to say that the kids learned a lot about 

jobs. You just have to be determined and dream big.” The 7-12 grade students and community 

appreciated hearing the presenters and asked for them to come speak again!  

Publicity Received  

Our chapter reporter wrote an article to be published in the Hanover News about the 

festivities of American Enterprise Day. Flyers, created by FBLA members, were displayed 

around town. Our public relations officer posted updates on our chapter Facebook page.  

Future Plans 

We met with our advisor for a wrap-up session after all activities were completed. She 

stated that in a staff meeting all staff members expressed their gratitude and their desire for this 

project to be an annual event. Next year, the committee will look into expanding on what was 

done this year. We would also like to follow a judge’s recommendation and do virtual tours and 

video interviews of local businesses and post them to YouTube.  

Evaluation 
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Dum-Dum suckers to go along 
with our motto, “Don’t be a 

Dum-Dum, get a job” 

Homemade cookie plates donated to 
local businesses 

The book read to the 
kindergartners 
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